
The Torpedo(schnell-)boats in Lunkebight 

(Translation by K. Scheuch) 

(MTB 1 to 4) 

The Motortorpedoboats (the Danes call traditional 
S-boats Motortorpedoboats; short MTB),  
wereof the first three were found by Delfinen (Remark 
by translator: Diving Club at Svendborg) 1995 – 1998  
are German S-boats of type 68 (Remark by translator: 
According to German type-indication there is no type  
68; they are boats of the type S 100) which is described 
In the box to the right. 
 
They were laying at the shipyard at in Gl Hesthauge  
To be finally equipped among others with Machine  
Guns, which therefore were not on board when the  
boats were scuttled. Now in January 2009 we know 
the positions of four of the eight MTBs which totally  
should be there. There are reliable reports about a fifth, which has been blown up totally and 
constant rumors about a sixth in good condition. 
 
All 4 MTB-Wrecks are laying within a small area (less than a square kilometer) in Lunkebight 
on 9 to 12 m water-depth. They are well suited for beginners because of the low water-depth 
and the protected fairway in which very seldom occurs a current of essence. The missing 
current also causes that the ground is existing of light sludge, which is stirred up at the light-
est movement and is not drag away again. 
 

MTB 1 (55º00’79 N, 010º41‘641 E) 
Stands upright on the bottom and was originally fully intact. Now it is somewhat stripped 
down and part o fit have been recovered to be used for the restoration of a corresponding 
boat in England. (Remark of the translator: S 130). 
 
(Picture: Scull cap from the inside) 
 

MTB 2 (55º01’012 N, 010º42‘056 E) 
Stands with the stern well dug in the mud of the Lunkebight so that the bow point upward at 
an angle of  about 15 º. 
 
(Picture: observation slit with cover)  
(Picture: Extract from sea chart: Lunkebight with positions of wrecks) 
(Picture: hatch with sea-scorpion) 
 

MTB 3 (55º00’956 N, 010º40‘959 E) 
The torpedo-tubes have been blown away since many years and are situated next to the 
wreck. The one at the portside disappeared 2008 – together with the recovery of parts from 
No. 1. 

FR. Lürssen Werft 

Bremen-Vegesack 

Schnellboot „S 68“ 

Year of Build 1940/44 

Length over all …...…..  34,94  m 

Beam ……………..……….    5,10  m 

Draft ………………….…….  1,45  m 

Hight …………………….….   2,90  m 

Tonnage……………… …. 115,00  t 

Speed …………….……….  39,50 kn 

 



 

 MTB 4 (55º00’810 N, 010º41‘133 E) 
The foremost  2/5th (from just behind the bridge) lies intact with a strong list to starboard. 
The remainder has been blown up, so that parts for exemple the blowpipes of the engines 
are well displayed to sight on the bottom to the rear of the bridge. 
  
(Picture: Torpedo-Firing-Mechanism) 
(Picture: Torpedo-tube from the inside with plants) 
(Picture: forward part with closing-mechanism) 
(Picture: with diver) 
 

History 
 
Sczuttling oft he boats: 
 
Lars-Erik S. Larsen from Delfinen was in the Svendborg library and has dug into the archives 
a bit. He has found the following in „Sydfyns Social-Demokrat“ of  Mai 8th 1945: 
 
The German last night scuttled 8 S-boats in Lunkebight 
 
Sunday night in the hours just before midnight on southern Fyn and the islands one could 
hear dump detonations, which discovered that something was going on in the closer fair-
ways, but what it were could not be determined after it could not be the well-known noise of 
bombs. Since the resistance, as described at a different place, were in highest readiness 
state, the detonations were immediately brought in connection therewith. 
 
Now it can be realized as a fact that it were the Germans who in the first hours of the night 
scuttled their S-Boats. It is known that twelve of these S-Boats laying at Gl. Hestehauge went 
to sea as far as known to the Lunkebight but only four of them returned. Therefore, it must be 
assumed that the eight S-Boats were scuttled by their crews. The crews presumably came 
ashore on board the other boats. 
 
Such actions are known from other Danish towns where the Germans have destroyed their 
material or sent it to the bottom of the sea. How far these smash ups are in accordance with 
the capitulation-requirements we cannot tell for sure. Yet it cannot be stated when the Ger-
mans start to leave Svendborg or when the will leave Langeland and other places on South-
ern Fyn and the islands but there will no be any assistance from the Danish side to get away. 
The cars and vehicles which are ready to drive they may use but the resistance has upon 
agreement taken over all disabled cars which are parked on Viebæltet – brought here from 
the eastern front. Also all vehicles which are under repairs now and are yet not in a ready to 
drive situation will be taken over by the Danes. 
 
It is assumed that the Germans must see how they can move on foot or with what they have 
via the country roads to the border. Whether they will be granted the possibility to retriet from 
here by ship cannot be said. 
 
 



The boats are being found: 
 
From „Fyns Amts Avis“ 29th August 1995 with the headline „Divers cheering about German 
wrecks“ 
 
The Sport-divers Club Delfinen at Svendborg has got its own wreck. And also if it is not ad-
venturous mysterious ore hiding valuable treasures it is a pure peace of luck.  
Chairman Alan Olsen does not give away the precise position because then there would be 
another 100 divers, going out and making it unsure, as he says. But he informs that is a 
German MTB from Second World War and is situated somewhere in the Lunkebight.  

- It is an intact but completely empty boat. There are neither guns nor electric installa-
tions on board, he assures. 

His theory is that the vehicle was scuttled in the very last days of war by the Germans. 
Abeking  & Rasmussen at Gl. Hestehauge was building an unknown number of S-Boats 
(Remark by the translator: As far as known by us they were building R-Boats) for the German 
Kriegsmarine.  
 
Nobody knew of it 
 
During the war some of them were sunk by allied aircraft, which were noting the precise posi-
tion. After the freeing the Danish fairway authorities could find the wrecks and blow them up.  
That did also happen in the Lunkebight in other places.  

- When this wreck survived that it is thanks to the fact that nobody knew about it be-
cause the Germans scuttled it in the dark of the night, says Alan Olsen 

It may be a newly built boat, of which the German did not wish it to fall into the hands of the 
winners, as it was clear for them that Hitler’s Third Reich would turn to dust soon. 
Alan Olsen has searched for the wreck for four to five years. Fishermen had reported that 
their nets had been jammed by something, but since it was not allowed to use that sort of 
fishing equipment in that area, they were not ready to make further statements. By and by it 
was a success and when Alan Olsen sailed on Lunkebight a month ago, the outlines of the 
wreck suddenly appeared on the depth-sounder of the club’s boat.  

- It was just wonderful. The 38 m long boat is on 10 m water and stand well buried  in 
the sludge up to the freeboard. It is far to the fairway to Svendborg and therefore no 
hazard for shipping, says Alan Olsen. 

He calls it luck with such a wreck for the club: 
- The depth is nice for diving and we can stay down there for a long time. The wreck is 

especially suitable for the training of beginners to dive down to such a thing.  
 
There are more of them 
 
He thinks that in and around Lunkebight there are further 7 to 8 wrecks which are not closer 
localized and are not registered: 

- It would be great to find a very old sailing ship one day. With the shipping that once 
took place to Svendborg one day there must be something very interesting to be 
found, says Alan Olsen.  

He says that possibly also a bomber is laying in the area. He would like to learn from people 
who know something or have heard something about possible wrecks in the fairways be-
tween Tåsinge and Thurø. 
 



Alan Olsen is an experienced diver himself and is in the board of the Danish Sport Diver’s 
Association 

- The sport is in an explosive development. It is necessary to keep the order in our own 
lines. Some people dream of to finding a very big treasure but there are rules that say 
that valuable objects have to be given to the museum if very old ships are involved. 
Newer ships may not just be looted but that happens after shipwrecking. One can get 
a so called souvenir-permit from the fairway-administration, so that one is entitled to 
take objects from the wreck, but that applies only to documented wrecks, says Alan 
Olsen.  

 
Sportsdykkerklubben Delfinen – http://www.delfinen-svendborg.dk 
 

http://www.wreckdiver.dk/Torpedobaadene/ds-sv-mtb-er.pdf 

 


